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Book Synopsis:
Based on the true story of a forgotten hero, Beneath a Scarlet Sky is the triumphant, epic tale of one young man’s incredible
courage and resilience during one of history’s darkest hours. Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a
normal Italian teenager—obsessed with music, food, and girls—but his days of innocence are numbered. When his family
home in Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an underground railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps, and falls
for Anna, a beautiful widow six years his senior. In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him to enlist as a German
soldier—a move they think will keep him out of combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at the tender age of eighteen
to become the personal driver for Adolf Hitler’s left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of the Third Reich’s most
mysterious and powerful commanders. Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High Command,
Pino endures the horrors of the war and the Nazi occupation by fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna
and for the life he dreams they will one day share.

Our Review:
We all really enjoyed this WWII story. Pino's courage, perseverance, and loyalty was
amazing. The fact that he survived, and hadn't even talked about his story until someone
asked him was also pretty amazing. Pino is still alive today and living in the US.

Food Served:

Laura made individual picnic style lunches for everyone. It included a caprese sandwich on
italian ciabatta bread, italian pasta salad, grapes, a couple of Swiss Lindt chocolates, Milano
cookies, and a fresh blueberry muffin accompanied with individual cans of Italian wine
spritzers and Canada Dry BOLD ginger ale (as in Pino's boldness!)

Highlights of Discussion:
Due to the Covid-19, we met outside at Laura's, masked and socially distanced. It was a
beautiful night and it was nice to see each other.

Attendance:
Everyone was in attendance!

Business/Suggestions:
We decided to switch up next month's selection to The Great Believers by Rebecca Makkai.
Its available from KDL as a Book Club in a bag, and Laura will pick it up and leave books on
the front porch for Morsels to pick up.

